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T he Anne Frank Story is a travelling exhibit focusing on
Anne Frank and World War II. It is presented and cir-

culated by The Anne Frank Center USA in New York, a not-
for-profit educational organization committed to preserving
the legacy of Anne Frank.  It is dedicated to educating people
about the causes, instruments and dangers of discrimination
and violence through the powerful story of Anne Frank and
the second World War.  

The exhibit explores the life of Anne Frank from her birth in
1929, through her death in the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp in 1945.  Events that led to the Franks’ flight from
Germany to The Netherlands in 1933, as well as the growth
of Nazism in Germany, the invasion of The Netherlands, and
life under Nazi rule are discussed.  Panels in the exhibit are
dedicated to Anne’s life in the “Secret Annex,” the helpers,
and the family’s eventual betrayal and deportation to Nazi
concentration camps.

Photos from the Franks’ family album are combined with the
historical images from the period to illustrate what life was
like for the family and millions of other Jews in Nazi-occu-
pied Europe during the war.  The exhibit also includes entries
from Anne’s diary, in which she describes her life in hiding
and her impressions of the events taking place outside the
Secret Annex.

June 12, 1942, was Anne’s thirteenth birthday.  One of the
gifts she received was a small, red and white plaid diary.  A
few weeks later, on July 6, 1942, she and her family were
forced into hiding.  Although they could take very few things

Anne Frank with her diary. Photo courtesy of The Anne Frank
Center USA in New York.



Raymond G. Boland retired from his position as
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs on

October 3, after serving a term of twelve years. With the
support and encouragement of Secretary Boland, the
Veterans Museum opened in its present site; created a tape
tour narrated by Stephen Ambrose and Gregory Peck;
developed a variety of first rate public programs and special
events; mounted numerous temporary and changing
exhibits; expanded to the second and third floors— estab-
lishing an Education Center with distance learning capabili-
ties as well as a state of the art Research Center; and
installed seven two-story high colorful banners on the exte-
rior of the building. Collections of artifacts, photographs,
oral history tapes, and archival materials grew dramatically.
Four national and three state awards were received. In addi-
tion, the museum now operates the Wisconsin National
Guard Museum at Camp Douglas as a non-autonomous
site and is developing new exhibits there. Obviously, the
Veterans Museum has experienced a period of substantial
growth over the past twelve years. 

As a new administration for the Department of Veterans
Affairs takes the helm, the museum, like the controlling
agency, finds itself at a crossroads. The desire to improve
and expand will be tempered by constraints, particularly in
the budgetary area. Cut backs may continue to mark our fis-
cal landscape. The museum must adopt itself to the circum-
stances by making greater efforts at fund raising and scal-
ing back where necessary. Additional doses of energy, flexi-

bility, and enterprise will surely be among the ingredients
needed to achieve positive results.

The Veterans Museum is continuing to provide quality
exhibits, services, and educational programs to the public.
The museum intends to remain engaged in civic affairs as
an active participant in the state and local community. The
mission to acknowledge, commemorate, and affirm the role
of veterans in America’s military history provides focus for
our future as well as our past. 

By Dr. Richard H. Zeitlin

The purpose of the
Wisconsin Veterans
Museum is to 
commemorate,
acknowledge, and affirm
the role of Wisconsin
veterans in America’s
military past by means
of instructive exhibits
and other 
educational programs.

The Bugle is a 
publication of the
Wisconsin Veterans
Museum Foundation
which serves to further
the museum’s mission
by providing funds for
the acquisition of 
artifacts, exhibit 
production, and 
development of 
educational programs.
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Retired Secretary Raymond G. Boland speaks with
reporters in the museum following his final news 
conference as Secretary of the W DVA.

WDVA Secretary John A. Scocos and Dr. Richard H. Zeitlin at the
WVM Foundation’s  “A Tribute to Freedom” Gala.




